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It Is This

Switch in
Orbits W hich

Determines the
Real Power of the

Baseball Luminary
Who, Under Some
Circumstances Might
Merely Glow with
Refiected Light.

HE
ball

test of the hase-
when he
orblt,
other words, Is switohed
to some othar tesm. This
holds whean tha
change oonsists of mere-

real
riar comes
changoes

his or, in

true

I¥ changing from one ma-
Jor league aggreegation to another or when he
s switched

from the minors to the majors.

Of course, everyone realizes when a young-
arrives from the bushes and breaks
the bLlg game ha | facing the rea! test of his
it but,

the player who has stood head

glter Into

diamond carear. Sometimes he stands
far oftaner,
and shoulders above his fellow players In momes
minor league, even of the class of double A,

fails miserably In faster company, and playvs
like the veriest amateur Sometimea he returna
to the nfter a season or Lwo, le
brought hnck Intoe major baseball Ferhaps he
this Perhaps not, Thare |s

little something lacking. In some capes

minors, and,
makes gooi time,
Just a
it s a question of pure nerva

Players
stances «of

can tell you of any number of in-
coming up from the minors
the necomsary abllity to hold &
fallad through lack

the grand stand this would
impossible and yet It happenns

men
who posscssed
major league Job and yet
of nerve. From
Appear nimost

and happens often

Then
tho

agnin It Is not Inck of this narve. Taka
af Charley Hall—great pltcher In a
elins AA league He has been up thrice In the
majore the first two timea he was =ent
back, Last year he made o great record with
Et. Paul in the American Association, and the
Cardinals obtained him. This has
ghown Hitle or nothihg of the skill which mads
bim one of the stars of the Assooclation, and
in the National League he Is almost last among
the pitchers, in fact, the brand of oall played
there |s superfor to what the National League
showed last and 1t thought
that HMall, who held his own and ranked right
with the leaders all of 1915, would make soine
kind of showing In the Natlonal this year. But
be hasn't, and this probably will be his last
for he is not & young-
Is another player

chae

and

yvear he

YEAr, would be

thance In fast company,
Eugene Paulette
hax shone

ster who

brightly In the minors, and yet has

been unable 1o hold n Jjob In the majors after
several trinls. Why recount more cases? There
are dozens of others.

But take the cases of a star player helng

transferred from one major league to another

if he stands the test he Is & real star, As re-

marked before, scme do and some don't,

.
In the former class g Hal Chase, the great-

esl Arst boasemen of the gome for Somo Years

and still far aheod of all rivals, He has played
on four teams In the past fve yoars, and yet
he has plajed the same wonderful game with
eich tedini. And this means in batting as well
oz Nelding, for he is a 300 hitter right now
and should end the season around this muark
With Clocinnatl this year he Is playing somae
of the Lest ball of bis career, despite the fact

that any number of esperts predicted that he
and Herzog could réemaln together on the same
team not longer than two or three months.
Both of them are firebrands In & way. IL Is no
pecret Lthut Hal g temperamentil und lkewlse
it Is no secret that Herzog is hot-headed and
belleves in driving hls men, but If there hos
been any trouble between the manager and his
star the publie knows it, and It
certainly has not affected Chiase's game.

nothing of

What's the matter with Eddle Collins? Last
year, when he was obliained by the White Sox,
together with several other stars It was pre-
dicted that the Chicago entry would run away
with the pennant. But it dldn't. Collins put up
& fine game, batting .322, and ranking second
among the second busement in flelding, but
somehow or other he didn't seem the same Col-
iins who formed one-fourth of Connie’ Mack's
famous infield, and the White Sox did not run
away with the pennant

This year ne appeurs even less the Colllng of
the old Athletics, He |8 batting around the 240
mark, and he doesn't geem Lo be the same great
ficlder he was a few years ago. Why? It Is
not dus to age, because Collins 18 stll comn-
paratively young and he I8 as smurt as any
player in the gume. JIs it that the change In
teams is Just beginning Lo tell on him, or what’

Take the case also of "Home-run'" Baker, an-
oLher fourth of that grest Athletic infleld. Neyer
a wonderful Nelder, It was his slugging ability

that helped the Athletics to win league cham-
pionships and world's peanants. Every render

EDDIE COLLINS.

of buseball gossip knows the history of his

alfferences with Connle Mack,
with the Athletlcs last

of his refusal to
year And
obiliined by

play

ery

one knows how he was the New

York when the
thict

the

Yankees this spring. owners of

club were out with plenty of money with

avowed Intention of buving every first-cinss

pluyer obininable, In &n effort to get a winning

ball team bought the players, Including
Baker,

shares of gomes.

They

but the club len't winnlng more than its

Some expert, afler the sale of Baker to the
Yoankees, predicted he would not hit the ball
ns hard as he did with the Athletics, bBecause

he would not have Eddie Collins to precede him
ine the batting order. It
Calling, who

wiig polnted out that
ha%e when Baker
the

often was on
ot bat, the attention of
pitcher to such an extent that the
not able to piteh his best to Saleer,
the Iatter had a comparatively easy time plling
up A nlee fat batling average. This I8 rather
far-fetched, however, although It Is & fact that
Baker 18 hitting far from his form of 1014 snd
povernl previous seasons

was distracted
latter was

and honce

His batting averago
{2 about the =ame as Caollins
had proven a hitter disappolntment to the Now
York fans, who had counted on him to
Donovan win a pennant
No one 1a able to say. nre
dozdns of exports who will tell you that It was
Bakers year's rest which spolled
arm and his eye Jut many cases can be clted
In which a rest has not Injured a plaver!s bat-

ting

or less, and he

help
What Is the trouble?
Of course, thera

his batting

which
raster soveral other great Individunl stars,

Its

nnd

Balter Is on o team ulgo has on

yet the team s not golng good. Was [t merely
Athletics,
posed of men, eéach of whom know
syutem of ihluy to & dot, and each
worked ns a single cog In a perfect machine'
It would appear so,

On the same team 13 another player, halled

the switching from the A team com-
the other's

of whom

as 1n star by the New York experts when he
joined the Yankecs—Lee Mapgee. Mages Was a
sterling player in the Natlonal Lesgue. He hit
sround the 280 and .20 mark, felded falely
well, and could be used on first and sacond

base, as well as in the outfleld There wors
many who predicted he would hecome one of
the great stars of the game. Others, however,
contended that his record In hig last year in
the National League was about as good as he
would ever make,

Then he jumped to the IMederal League and
immediately became one of the slugging stars
of that clreult: HMence, when ho went to the
Yunkees nfter the dlssolution of the Federal
Longue thers woas a burst of hyvsteria on the
part of the New York experts. He was halled
by one af them ns the “‘superman of base-
ball,” mnd the pralses flooded on him Wwero
only second to the onea handed to Kauff and
Baker when they were abtained by New York
el In fact, the sport writers of Gotham
vied with each other am to who could pralss

this trio {n the most extravagant language. The
answer? Magee has proven more of a
dissppointment than Baker.

The experts didi’'t take tnto conslderation the
fact that Magee hnd never faced pitchers of

American League cullber. The pltching of the
weik

evan

notoriousaly

Natlonal League had been )

even bhefors Magee left it, nnd the Fadoral
League brand was even wenker. The experts
seamed to think Mages would break into the

lengua and immedintely begin slugping some-
whers #bout the ons thousand mark—at least
thelr language led one to judge this was thelr
Liellef.

It I8 provabls that nelther Mages nor Kauft

gave utterance to all the ldiotic things Lhe
Enastern papers credited or charged them with
that Lee

suying, and It s hardly probable
snid, A8 one paper gquoted him, i course, a
man can't expect to lead a league tn which Ty
Cobbh plays, hut even Lo rank second to him 18
an honor.' lee didn’'t =ay theso
words, but no one hos evVer ncoused him of
underestimating his own ability. But he Is hit-

probal bly

DAVIE
DAVENPORT.

ting vetween the .220 and .230 marks, and It
would appear that In thig instance the chang-
Ing of the orbit had a congiderable effect on this
star.

Benny Kauff is hitting around the 270 mark,
which s something like & hundrdd pointa be
low what his admirers predicted for him Iast
spring, but he Is putting up a much better
game than Mageo or Colllns or Baker, and he
is hittng the ball hard and timely, JKauff hus
shown better this year than any of tha ather
Tederal stars He was the bright particular
star of the Gllmare olrcult last year, but he
evidently has learned that the Natlonal League
pitching is different from the Federal League
brand, At that Kauff may end the season close
to the 200 mark. He Is still young and hns
much more Intelligence than one would believa,
If he belloved the remarks atiributed to him
last spring by the New York sport writers

At that one wornders If he would be hitting as
well ag he I8 If he had to face the American
League brand of pitching, as Mages does

Tris Speoker Is the one great star whose
light s even brighter than when he changed
team thils apring He s generilly wiven oreditc
for the great showing the Cleveland team |8
making., and there is no question but that his
slugeing hns heiped the team wonderfully, This
Is one case in which the acquisition of one real
stur has brought & team to the front In o
pennant race, and It would bs & hugs joke on
every one sport writers, experts, fans and
the generil publie If the desplzed Indinns should
Tand frst In October. Spealer 1s hitting above
thoe 350 mark, snd Cobb will have to hustls 1f
he expecta Lo fnlsh the scason In Airst place

Plank and DIavenport, pitehing stars of tho
Federnl TLeague. have proven dismal fallures
agalnst the heavy sluggers of tho Ainevican olt-
cuit. Thelr cases were simllar to those of Magen
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Low Stars TmkLE WHEN TREY CHINGE TEAMS

FRANK BAKER

and Kauff—they faced a far stronger opposition
i1t the American than In the Federal League.

Cure ‘Speeditis’
A NEW court, termied a clinle by some, [or
tho cure of "speeditis’” among owners and
drivera of autos and motorcycles, has been es-
tablished in New York City. The court will
handle solely cases of violation of the traflic
ordinances
Frederick B. House,

appolnted judge of the
court, says that the best trealment for the
disense |ls “$50 and costs,’” and that the court
will endeavor to apply the remedy consistently,
In an effort to stamp out tha diseass, which has
become rather widespread In that city.

-

HERE have besn fewer outbreaks on the

basetinll fleld this yeur than last, YWhy?
Are the players losing their "pep"? 1Is the
fighting splrit of the olden days dying out® Or
what {s the matter? The old-time fan {8 often
heard deploring the absence of the *'fighting
Bpirit” of the olden days, a spirit which was
supposed to manifest itself by real fighting on
the dlwmond, and they mean, "The gaod old
daye have passed away."

Sut the old-tlme fan does not realize that
baeebrll |s progressing year by year, and nothe
Ing Is more natlceable in thls progression than
the Improved behavior on the ball fleld. At one
time, according to these old-timers, It was the
custom for the members of one team to go to
blows with the membera of the other team, or
for a player and an umpire to engage In a bat
tle. FPerhaps this didn’t occur ns often as the
old-timers remember now, but at any rate thoss
days have passed away, and gentlemanly be-
havigr Is the rule on the ball fNeld. Seldom
it In that players coms to blows now, or thal
an umpire I8 In real danger of physical viglenca,
In fact, this year, thers have teen ne oceur-
ronces along this line worthy of mors thas
passing meoention.

The public likes & serappy player of the Her.
o type, but Herzog 1s one of the fow men (o
the game who know how to make a nolse and
hluster and then stop before he goes too far
Fut the high oMeinls ar baseball want no rowdy.
fam on the fleld and’ they are determined not
to have any. Likewlsze the publie doe=n't wan
It Every vear there are more and mor
women attending the games, and thess have
had a refining influence on the game. *
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